FOUR       TALES        BY        ZELIDE

Fate, in having thus established between us all
the equality possible, had merely imitated Nature;
education served but to strengthen and establish
this conformity.    We resembled each other in
appearance and temper, our tastes were the same,
our employments as well as our diversions were
shared; one of us did nothing without the other,
and the friendship between us was more of our
essence than our choice, so that we were scarcely
aware of it.   Others indeed remarked it; we our-
selves only realized it fully when there came a
thought   of  separating  us.     My   brother  was
destined for a place in Parliament and I to serve in
the Army; it was designed to send him to Oxford
and to place me with an engineer; but when the
moment of separation came, our distress and our
prayers caused me to be permitted to follow him
to the University, and I shared all his Studies, and
he all mine.   I learned law and history with him,
and he mathematics and ta&ics with me; while we
were equal in our devotion to literature and the
fine arts.   It was at this period that we began to
appreciate the strength of the feeling that united us;
and if this understanding did not render our
friendship the more complete or tender, it did
make it more productive of action, sentiment, and
thought; so that, being more conscious of it, we
enjoyed it the more.   Castor and Pollux, Orestes
and Pylades, Achilles and Patrocles, Nessus and
Euryalus, David and Jonathan were our heroes.
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